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This book marks an attempt to “bridge the gap” between personal and social perspectives within
constructivism. The chapters within stress the emerging integration of personal and socia aspects of therapy,
research, and theory development. As a result, this volume continues an already vibrant scholarly dialogue
about personal and socia perspectives within constructivist psychology. The chapters stand on their own as
unique contributions, while also expounding on important personal/social themes.

Part I: The Personal Meetsthe Social

Socia and Persona Construction: Two Sides of the Same Coin
Mark Eliot Paris and Franz Epting

Relational Bridges Between Constructionism and Constructivism
Sheila McNamee

Steering Persona Construct Theory Toward Hermeneutic Constructivism
Gabriele Chiari and Maria Laura Nuzzo

Part Il The Personal and Social in Psychother apy
Epistemology and Psychotherapy: A Constructivist Conversation
Robert A. Neimeyer and William E. Cabanillas
The Healing Power of Tdling Stories in Psychotherapy
Lara Honos-Webb, Sunwolf, and Jerrold Lee Shapiro
Making Meaning of Child Abuse: Personal, Social, and Narrative Processes
Sephanie Lewis Harter
The Search for Emotional Meaning and Self Coherence in the Face of Traumatic Lossin Childhood: A
Narrative Process Perspective
Lynne Angus and Beverley Bouffard
Looking Through the Mask: Transforming Trauma by Restorying the Self Through Action
Patrice Keats and Marla J. Arvay
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The Zen of Social Phobia: A Context-Centered Group Treatment
Jay S Efran and Sanjay R. Nath

Reconstructing Sociality After Bereavement
Kenneth W. Sewell and Louis A. Gamino

Constructivist Stances for Promoting Justice in Spirituality Research
Derrick Klaassen, Marvin McDonald, and Matthew Graham

Part |V Dialogue, Reflection, and Anticipation: Future Directions

Adlerian Psychology and Psychotherapy: A Relational Constructivist Approach
Richard E. Watts and Kati A. Phillips

Constructive Alternativism and the Self
Foencer A. McWilliams

Personal and Social Responsesto Tragedy: A Case for “Both/And” Constructivism
Sara K. Bridges

The Permeability of Personal Construct Psychology
Jonathan D. Raskin
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Edited by Jonathan D. Raskin and Sara K. Bridges
(SUNY New Pdltz) (University of Memphis)

This volume marks an effort to provide examples of the many voices expressing themselvesin amore
integrated and collaborative way in constructivist psychology. Whether you are a committed constructivist
psychologist or a skeptical newcomer to personal construct psychology and constructivism, you will find this
volume useful in its efforts to overview the field and present papers that examine constructivist theory,
practice, and research.
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Constructivism in Psychology: Personal Construct Psychology, Radical Constructivism, and Social
Constructionism Jonathan D. Raskin

Constructions of Abuse: Understanding the Effects of Childhood Sexual Abuse Christopher R. Erbes and
Sephanie Lewis Harter

Nonvalidation vs. (In)validation: Implications for Theory and Practice Beverly M. Walker

Narrative Solutions: Toward Understanding the Art of Helpful Conversation Joseph Eron and Thomas Lund

Part I1: Constructivist Conceptualizations of Disorder

Disorder, Diagnoses, and the Struggles of Humanness Larry Leitner and April J. Faidley
Abnormality: Does It Define Us or Do We Define It? Caroline M. Sanley and Jonathan D. Raskin
The Social Construction of Disorder: From Pathology to Potential Sheila McNamee

“Diagnosing” Behavior: Cui Bono? Thomas Szasz

Part 111: Explorations in Constructivist Research

Ownership and Research: The Appropriation of Psychological Data Mark Schlutsmeyer and Nancy Pike

Putting the Heart Back Into Human Science Research Marla J. Arvay

Towards New Methodologies for Constructivist Research: Synthesizing Knowledges for Relational Inquiries
Marie Hoskins

Part 1V: New Directionsin Constructivist Psychology

How Firm a Foundation? A Constructivist Response to Mahrer’s Archeology of Beliefs About
Psychotherapy Robert A. Neimeyer

The Notion of “Applied Psychology” from a Persona Construct Psychology Perspective William George
(Bill) Warren

Responsive Understandings in Living Encounters: Re-Figuring Intellectual Inquiry John Shotter

Now What? The Personal and Professional in Constructivist Thought Sara K. Bridges
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